Newport Selectboard
Regular Meeting Agenda
September 2, 2026
Present:
Town Manager, Dylan Lajoie

Town Clerk, Kathleen Kemp
Selectboard: Chair Donna Berry, Vice Chair Adam Russell, Andrew Colford, Mark Sawyer, Rick Peck

Guests:

Kerry Carsley, Planning Board
Maxine Pare’, Planning Board

David Wintle, Chief Police Department
Jeff Chretien, Chief Fire Department
Residents:

Bruce Clarke

Debra Ricker

Bill Longmuir

Suz Kasprzak

Doris Mullaney

Fiona Beane

Michael Beane

Erin Beane

Callum Beane

Lauren Savage

Jeff and Deb Steady

Brenda Early

Thomas Early

Deb Murray

1. Callto Order: D. Berry called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

a. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Public Access: D. Ricker provided an update on the Veterans Memorial Walk. The stones are
being printed, the Public Works Department and American Legion have been prepping the
area. A ceremony is planned for Veterans Day. D. Ricker asked if a member of the Board could
speak at the ceremony along with an American Legion member.

3. Public Hearing Regarding a Data Center Moratorium: D. Berry opened the Public Hearing at
6:10 pm. The Town Manager provided an explanation of a Moratorium and an Ordinance. K.
Carsley shared concerns for the lake and noise, adding that any positives would not be
enough to warrant losing the lake. Resident asked if the Ordinance could indicate a ban on
Data Centers in Newport. R. Peck explained that the Town will have the opportunity to vote
on the final Ordinance. Another Resident voiced concerns about the use of water and its



affect on private wells as well as the noise issue. Another resident stated that the
sound/noise would be 24/7, 365 - “forever noise”. K. Carsley stated that the Selectboard and
Planning Board will be working with a committee to address all concerns. A Resident asked
how does the Town go about banning a Data Center and what is the process. Another stated
the investigations that she’s done on Data Centers shows the cons far outweigh the pros.
Another resident stated that she read an article about the noise, that residents can’t sell
their homes as their values decrease, and that wildlife would go away. The Town Manager
explained that a committee made up of residents, the Selectboard, and the Planning Board
will work together to formulate an Ordinance addressing the issue. D. Berry closed the Public
Hearing at 6:25 pm. D. Berry asked for a motion to enact a Moratorium on Data Centers in
Newport, R. Peck so moved, A. Colford seconded, all in favor, motion carries. D. Berry asked
for a motion to form a subcommittee to follow up on a plan for a Moratorium and Ordinance
for Data Centers in Newport, A. Russell so moved, M. Sawyer seconded the motion, allin
favor, motion carries.

4. Consent Agenda

a. Approval of the minutes from the meeting held on August 19, 2026: D. Berry asked for
motion to approve the minutes, A. Russell so moved, A. Colford seconded, all in favor,
motion carries.

b. Communications

i. LiquorLicenses: None

ii. MMA Trainings: The Town Manager offered opportunities for Elected Officials
Training on 9/29 through MMA to the Board. Please let him know if you want to
attend. D. Berry stated that the trainings are very good.

iii. Proposed Cellular Tower: The Town Manager stated that a Verizon Cellular
Tower is being considered on Moosehead Trail behind the former Hometown
Health Facility. Hamlin Marina had concerns for seaplanes, however, the Town
Manager spoke with the FAA and the height of the tower (82 feet) is not an issue
for the FAA. D. Berry and A. Colford inquired about a light on top of the tower,
the Town Manager explained that a light has additional requirements, however,
he would confer with the FAA.

5. New Business

a. Data Center Moratorium: Completed



b. Cemetery Gravesite Maintenance: The Town Manager reported that there are
gravestones in the old part of the Riverside Cemetery that are in need of repair. He has
discussed this with the Maine Gravesite Maintenance Company and they can assist
us. We have monies in the Cemetery Revenue Account. We can start with $10,000
which would fix 15-20 stones. We can continue to work on stones in all the cemeteries
as time and monies allow. A. Colford asked for a motion to use $10,000 to start work
on the stones, D. Berry seconded, all in favor, motion carries.

c. Public Boat Launch Lighting: The Town Manager explained that at the last meeting
residents were concerned about the lighting at the Boat Launch/Parking Area. The
Town Manager had Wiswell Electric inspect and found that the wiring was already
there for lighting. Now the lighting is restored on both the entrance and exit. D. Berry
commented that it is very well lit now.

6. Old Business: None
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7. New Business:

a. Transfer Station and Town Office Hours: M. Sawyer inquired about the schedule of the
employees of the Transfer Station and also asked if the Town Office can change the
schedule to be open on Friday’s. The Town Manager stated that flex schedules can be
explored, however, feedback from the staff affected is important and would like to
invite them to the next meeting to discuss. The subject is tabled until the next
meeting.

8. Warrant: D. Berry asked for a motion to approve the warrant, M. Sawyer so moved, A. Russell
seconded, all in favor, motion carries.

a. Future agenda items identified: Palmyra Ambulance Fee Schedule, Status of Ladder
Truck, Transfer Station and Town Office Schedules.

9. Adjourn: D. Berry asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting, R. Peck so moved, A. Colford
seconded, all in favor, motion carries.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Kemp

Kathleen Kemp, Town Clerk



