Newport Selectboard
Regular Meeting Minutes
August 19, 2026

Present:

Town Manager, Dylan Lajoie

Town Clerk, Kathleen Kemp
Selectboard: Chair Donna Berry, Vice Chair Adam Russell, Andrew Colford, Mark Sawyer, Rick Peck
Guests:

Jim Ricker, Planning Board

Kerry Carsley, Planning Board

George Phelps, Planning Board

Maxine Pare’, Planning Board

Gerod Bonhoff, Planning Board

Frank Harding, Planning Board

David Wintle, Chief Police Department
Jeff Chretien, Chief Fire Department
Kim and Norm Lander, Residents
Cheryl and Don King, Residents

1. Callto Order: D. Berry called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
a. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Public Access: M. Pare’ requested more dog bags at the Riverwalk. K. Lander, representing
the American Legion, Boat Ramp, and Neighborhood requested lights for the Boat Ramp for
both boaters and the safety of the Neighborhood. K. Lander understands that the areais
State owned. The Town Manager will follow up with the State for the request.

3. Consent Agenda

a. Approval of the minutes from the meeting held on July 22, 2026: D. Berry asked for a
motion to approve the minutes, R. Peck so moved, A. Colford seconded, all in favor,
motion carries.

b. Communications
i. Rec Center Updates: Field work went back to the Contractor for cost and was
reduced to $350,000. The Town Manager recommends moving forward as
multiple fields need attention before they become overgrown. D. Berry asked
for a motion to approve the HUD Grant for $350,000 for the Recreation Center
Field Work, R. Peck so moved, A. Russell seconded, all in favor, motion carries.
The new gym floor looks great.



ii. Paving Updates: The Town Manager stated that the paving is completed and
looks good. From early calculations, the paving may be under budget. The Town
Manager will follow up.

iii. Riverwalk Festival Recap: The Festival went great and was well attended.
Shoutout to all Town Departments for their assistance. Great day, great
community event.

iv. Maine Department of Labor Visit: The Town Manager explained that we had an
unplanned visit from the Department of Labor. They were here for one week and
visited the Police Department, Fire Department, Public Works Department, and
Transfer Station Department. During their close out meeting, they suggested
that a few areas needed some improvement, however, stated that our Town did
better than most. Kudos to all Departments for their continued efforts. The final
report is forthcoming. We are not opposed to appealing if needed.

v. Water Regulation Committee Updates: The Water Regulation Committee met
on 08/18/2026. Water sample and pictures of the present state of the Lake
water were provided. It was determined that the Drawdown will commence on
09/08/2026. The Water Regulation Committee will meet again in November to
discuss the dam opening/closing for the season.

vi. Liquor Licenses: Pizza Hut’s Annual License is approved.

4. Old Business

a. Sunrise Drive Adoption: The Town Manager discussed with the Town Attorney a Quit
Claim Deed and clean title for Sunrise Drive. The Attorney is satisfied with the results.
D. Berry asked for motion to accept the Quit Claim Deed for Sunrise Drive, A. Colford
so moved, R. Peck seconded, all in favor, motion carries. In regard to the road damage
done by a tipped doublewide mobile home, an estimate will be done and sent to the
Mobile Home Dealership for payment.

5. New Business

a. Election of Board Officers/Board Appointments: A. Russell asked for a motion to elect
D. Berry as Selectboard Chair, A. Colford so moved, M. Sawyer seconded, all in favor,
motion carries. D. Berry asked for a motion to elect A. Russell as Selectboard Vice
Chair, R. Peck so moved, M. Sawyer seconded, all in favor, motion carries. The Town
Clerk provided Oaths and Certificates of Appointment for several Board and
Committee members in attendance.



b. Data Center Moratorium joint discussion with Planning Board: The Selectboard and
Planning Board discussed a Data Center Moratorium. The Town Manager will draft a
moratorium and advertise a Public Hearing for the next Selectboard Meeting. A sub-
committee will then be formed to draft an ordinance regulating Data Centers.

c. Sunday Cemetery Access: The Town Manager discussed with the Public Works
Department to possibly eliminate the gate to allow access to the cemetery. D. Berry
was concerned for the Public Works and Transfer Station Departments and exposed
equipment. A. Colford suggested to add cameras. D. Berry asked the Police Chief if the
Officers can continue to open/close the gate on Sunday’s as usual, he stated yes. As
far as eliminating the gate, the discussion was tabled for more consideration.

6. Warrant: D. Berry asked for a motion to accept the warrant, M. Sawyer so moved, R. Peck
seconded, all in favor, motion carries.

7. Adjourn: D. Berry asked for a motion to adjourn, A. Russell so moved, R. Peck seconded, all in
favor, motion carries.

Newport Selectboard
Regular Meeting Minutes
August 19, 2026
Addendum

1. New Business
a. Pratt Road Pole Permit: Utility Pole Permit for Pratt Road requested. Public Works has
no issues with pole locations. D. Berry asked for a motion to accept the pole permit,
M. Sawyer so moved, A. Colford seconded, all in favor, motion carries.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Kemp

Kathleen Kemp, Town Clerk



