
Newport Selectboard   

Regular Meeting Minutes  

Wednesday, February 18, 2026  

 

Present:  

Dylan Lajoie, Town Manager 

Kathleen Kemp, Deputy Clerk  

Selectboard: Chair Donna Berry, Vice Chair Bruce Clarke, Adam Russell, Andrew Colford, Mark Sawyer 

Guests:  

Maxine Pare’, Planning Board 

  

1. Call to Order: D. Berry called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.   

  

a. Pledge of Allegiance 

  

2. Public Access: None  

  

3. Consent Agenda  

  

a. Approval of the minutes from the meeting held on Wednesday,  

February 18, 2026: D. Berry asked for a motion to approve the minutes, B. Clarke so moved, M. 

Sawyer seconded, all in favor, motion carries.   

  

b. Communications  

  

i. Liquor Licenses: One License for an American Legion event on 03/14/26. 

 

ii. Town Manager Communications: The Town Manager explained that one member of the 

Sanitary District was not formerly appointed. D. Berry asked for a motion to appoint Vern 

Palmer to the Sanitary District, B. Clarke so moved, M. Sawyer seconded, all in favor, 

motion carries.  

 

4. Old Business 

a. Social Media Policy: The Town Manager stated that an updated policy for 2026 is important. The 

Board reviewed the policy and provided good feedback. D. Berry asked for a motion to approve 

the Social Media Policy as presented to the Personnel Policy, M. Sawyer so moved, A. Russell 

seconded, all in favor, motion carries.  

 

b. Cannabis Fee Follow Up: D. Berry asked for a motion to approve the Cannabis Business Fees 

Letter to the Town Cannabis Business Owners, M. Sawyer so moved, A. Russell seconded, all in 

favor, motion carries.  

 



c. Gram’s Five & Dime Medical License Renewal: D. Berry asked for a motion to approve the 

renewal, B. Clarke so moved, M. Sawyer seconded, all in favor, motion carries.  

 

5. New Business 

a. Budget Season Preparation: The Town Manager will start meeting with Department Heads next 

week. The Town Manager and Board discussed proposed dates for the Selectboard/Budget 

Committee Meetings. The Meetings will commence on March 18 and will continue every 

Wednesday until the end of May. Full schedule to follow. D. Berry asked for a motion to approve 

the Town Meeting be held on Saturday, June 13 at 10:00 am at the Public Safety Building, B. 

Clarke so moved, A. Russell seconded, all in favor, motion carries.  

 

b. Transfer Station Fee Updates: The Board will table this discussion until next meeting. The Town 

Manager will provide additional information.  

 

c. Newport Fire Department Fee Schedule: D. Berry asked for a motion that any Fire Department 

Fee Funds go to the Revenue Account, M. Sawyer so moved, A. Russell seconded, all in favor, 

motion carries. For future consideration, the Board discussed that additional fees should be 

charged for any other Town Departments that assist during a fire call. 

 

6. Warrant: D. Berry asked for a motion to accept the warrant, B. Clarke so moved, M. Sawyer seconded, all 

in favor, motion carries.   

  

7. Adjourn: D. Berry asked for a motion to adjourn, B. Clarke so moved, A. Colford seconded, all in favor, 

motion carries.   

  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Kathleen Kemp 

 

Kathleen Kemp, Deputy Clerk  

   


